Masao Yokoyama

String Quartet No.1

-/

"Mura—Matsuri

Note:

This string quartet is composed based on a style of Japanese old music. Performer and listener seem to
feel both a modern sound and a nostalgic atomosphere from this piece. Mura means a village and Matsuri
means a festival including ethnic dance in Japanese, respectively.

1st movement: Lent - Allegro

The introduction of music gives a languid feeling with semitone. In contrast, the theme of this movement
is the lively and mysterious melody. A forest and village in a night.

2nd movement: Andante

The sound like Gagaku (Japanese ancient music) and long viola solo are based on impression of a shrine
and traditional song.

3rd movement: Allegro vivo

This music is based on a dance music called Bon-festival music (ethnic summer dance music in Japan),
which is mixed with Latin rhythm and rock music.

Duration : approximately 12 min.
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